
MONTOUR HOUSE 

59 WEST MAIN STREET 

The 3 story, 5-bay, 2-sectioned Montour House is one of the 
last remaining vestiges of the buildings that once made Westminster a 
city of hotels and inns. Several of the oldest have gone to make a way 
for gas stations and used car lots, and those that remain have all been 
more or less relieved of their hostelry roles. Of the few that are left, 
perhaps the Montour House, built in 1868, comes closest to maintaining 
any sense of continuum, as it still has dining facilities on the ground 
floor and apartments above. 
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The Montour House, a 3-story, L-shaped bui ld ing, stretches 
i t s 5 bays along the south side of West Main Street (St. Route 32) 
about 60' west of that street 's intersection with John Street in 
Westminster. Although i ts residents today are permanent, not trans­
ient , the building's blue-grey painted bricks form one of the sharpest 
reminders that Westminster was once a City of hotels. 

The ground f loor on the north (principal) facade has recently 
undergone drastic alterations. The ground f loor can be read in two 
sections, each section 10' t a l l : the lower 10' consists of a metal 
" l inen-fold" arrangement with a glass and aluminum entrance in the cen­
ter ; an equal-sized, shake-shingle "roof" extends about a foot beyond 
the l inenfold. This arrangement runs the entire length of the north 
facade's ground f loor , and wraps around about 10' to the east and west. 
The name of the restaurant, "Montour House", appears on the shingled 
section on each of the three sides, written in Ye Olde English Manner. 
The other two stories of the north facade have 5, double-hung sash, 
2/2 windows per f loor . The windows have white wooden s i l l s , and those 
on the second f loor have white wooden l i n t e l s . The brick on this facade 
is la id in Flemish Bond. Above the br ick, easing with the wal l 's meetir 
with the gable roof, a molded modi 11 ion cornice tops the bui lding. 

The east and the west facade of the Main Street section are 
ident ica l ; each has three, 6/6 windows regularly spaced on i t s 3 main 
floors and three, 6/6 windows l ight ing the a t t i c . The main f loor 
windows are a l l regularly sized, and have white wooden l in te ls and s i l l s . 
Those of the a t t i c also have l in te ls and s i l l s , but range in size from 
being almost standard size in the center to about half size on either 
end. The west facade stretches back flush with the west wall of the 
main section and has 3 windows on each of i t s 3 stor ies; windows are 
treated similar ly to those described elsewhere. 

The rest of the building is more u t i l i t a r i an and more altered. 
The south front of the L has two 1/1 windows on i t s top f loor within 
the gable, flanking the small flat-capped chimney which rises at the peak 
about 5' inside the edge. I t is probable that a two-tiered porch f i l l e d 
the central part of the L-space (or, one could say that 2 porches met in 
this space at 90° angles). The porch is s t i l l f a i r l y intact on the 
th i rd f loor , having been screened-in, and has i t s plain balusters. 
However, the eastern 6 feet or so has been f i l l e d in and covered over by 
aluminum siding; the i n f i l l has one 6/6 window on each of the second and 
th i rd stories of the Main Street section. The original windows on the 
south facade are also 6/6; there is one of these on each of the second 
and th i rd stor ies, and they are both treated simi lar ly to those on the 
north facade. Matching windows are found on the second and th i rd storie 
of the east front of the L, towards i t s rear beyond the porch. The 
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As mentioned in question 7, the Montour House is one of the 
last remaining vestiges of the buildings that once made Westminster 
a City of hotels and inns. Several of the oldest have gone to make 
way for gas stations and used car lo ts , and those that remain (e. g. 
the Montour House, Cockey's Tavern, the Albion, and the Westminster) 
have a l l been more or less relieved of their hostelry roles. Of 
these remaining buildings, perhaps the Montour House comes closest 
to maintaining any sense of continuum, as the Montour House s t i l l has 
dining fac i l i t i es on the ground f loor and apartments above. Architec-
tu ra l l y , the building has interesting reverberations on other buildings 
in the City. Bui l t in 1868, the pi le is contemporaneous with the 
Smith-Fletcher House at 254 East Main Street. I t resembles the Smith-
Fletcher in size and in form (their south facades are almost ident ica l ) , 
but i t is interesting to see how much more exuberant the builder of the 
Smith-Fletcher was in his use of cornice and bracket carving for orna­
mentation. By contrast, the Montour House is almost stark, depending 
on i t s bulk to impress, and i t s white l in te ls for re l ie f . The recent 
treatment of the principal facade's ground f loor is noteworthy; apparent­
ly i t s owners f e l t that to compete with shopping center business, they 
ought to give this City building a shopping center appearance. I f this 
scheme works, and i f they are able to maintain a sense of history in 
the rest of the bui lding, one supposes that the move was laudable, 
although certain questions of value and propriety are certainly raised. 
The building also works well with no. 53 West Main Street, which matches 
i t in bulk, but excells i t in ornamentation. Certain views of this 
section of Main Street, concentrating on these two buildings' Tuscan 
Red and Battleship Grey facades create a definite sense of s tab i l i t y 
(or they d id, unt i l one remembers no. 53 is probably scheduled for de­
moli t ion). 

The firm of Orndorff and Lynch leased l o t 12 (our property) 
from the Redemptionists for 99 years on May 13, 1863; their rent was 
$18 a year (Carroll County Deed Book 30, Page 23). Evidence is that 
the Montour House was bu i l t 5 years later . On December 27, 1897, George 
W. Albaugh, as trustee, sold the land for $1883 to Grove A. Shipley; 
Shipley was s t i l l obligated to pay the $18 a year rental . Albaugh was 
associated with the property for the next 20 years as he bought and sold 
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ground story has been covered over by a shed-roofed addition which has 
heating and a i r conditioning units across i t s roof. Various iron f i re 
escapes connect the second, th i rd and ground stories. 
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i t , and bought and sold i t (Deed 112/180, 134/259, 134/269). T i t le is 
divided in hal f , partly owned by Mary Adams, partly owned by Edward 0. 
Weant, but i t a l l vests in Charles W. Klee by virtue of two deeds; from 
Weant on January 12, 1924 (143/82), and from Adams on June 25, 1943 
(181/345). Klee then sold the land to Benjamin H. Parkinson on January 
14, 1946, by deed 188/458, who sold i t to Denton A. Arbaugh and wife 
the same year, October 28, 1946, in deed 192/382. Gladys E. Arbaugh, 
Denton's widow, sold the land to the present owner, August 28, 1974 in 
deed 577/400. I t is interesting to note that a l l these deeds mention 
the $18 a year ground rent, although the original lease that had this 
as the rent would have expired in 1962, and there has not been any record 
of renewal. One supposes that the property's recent owners have a l l 
been antiquarians, but antiquarians with a penchant for shake-shingles. 
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